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tives had sent him attesting to Mr.
Whitworth’'s good character.

A Federal grand jury charged Mon-
day in a one-count indictment that Mr.
Whitworth received at least $328,000 for
selling secrets to the Russians
Mr. Walker, a close friend. Mr. Walk-
er, his brother Arthur and son, Mi-
chael, all present or former Navy men,
have also been charged with espionage.

Mr. Walker and Mr. Whitworth met
about 14 years ago while they were sta-
tioned in San Diego at the Navy’s com-
munications training school, and the
indictment charges that Mr. Whitworth
passed secrets to Mr. Walker for at
least eight years.

; Damage Assessments Differ

Jim Larson, one of two lawyers rep- |
resenting Mr. Whitworth, said after the
brief hearing that the ‘“‘hysterical” at-
mosphere the case might
make it difficuit to hold a fair trial. He
said military officials in Washington
had offered differing assessments of
the severity of security breaches a spy

might have caused.

Navy officials have said that if the
men passed the Russians all the secret
information they had access to, the
breach would be one of the most severe
since World War II. Other experts,
however, have said that some of the in~
formation would be swiftly cutmoded.

Mr. Larson said Mr. Whitworth
not cooperated with the
and planned to mount a vigorous
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